ITALIAN RENAISSANCE Of course, there’s
nothing new about Italian restaurants, but I'm

Trend s excited to see the new crop of places that are
we Love embracing the elegant minimalist quality that

exists in traditional Italian cuisine, particularly
WE JUST CAN'T GET the gorgeous new Osteria La Spiga (Capitol Hill;
ENOUGH OF... 1429 12th Ave.; 206.323.8881; laspiga.com) and
Ethan Stowell's chic Tavolata (Belltown; 2323
Second Ave.; 206.838.8008). S.D.

BEST EXPANSIONS (WE HOPE!)

Two of our favorite restaurants have gone through huge changes this year:
MATT’S IN THE MARKET (Pike Place Market; 94 Pike St., Suite 32; 206.467.
7909; mattsinthemarket.com), which by now should have reopened with more
space, a new kitchen and a retooled interior, and OSTERIA LA SPIGA (Capitol
Hill; 1429 12th Ave.; 323.8881; laspiga.com) which moved from the Harvard
Market building to the impossibly chic Piston building at 12th Avenue and Pike
Street this past December. Both restaurants thrived in their smaller guises, and
we really hope Matt Janke, and Pietro Borghese and Sabrina Tinsley can finally
make some real money now that they have more seats to fill. But there’s a part
of us that mourns the loss of the old, where both restaurants made the most of
unlikely spaces. Here’s to new beginnings, but with a sense of history. S.D.



